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Transit TidbitsTransit Tidbits  

More Conference 

Articles to Come 
 

As you sit back with 

a cup of coffee in 

hand and read this 

Tidbit, you will  

obviously see that we 

have highlighted on 

four of the sessions.   

 

We have many more 

articles to bring to 

your attention in  

November – also 

more pictures.  

Please stay tuned! 

 

- Jacque 

Thank You! 
Jacque Senger, DTA Executive Director 
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I would like to start this Transit Tidbit out with a HUGE Thank 
You to all the wonderful, energetic and caring  individuals 
who put the 2014 Fall Conference together.  There is so 
much work to putting a Conference together and sometime a 
thankless job.  Many of you on your evaluations gave  
wonderful compliments to the Board – and to that I say thank 
you!  If we had a few mistakes or something was not of your 
liking, please try to remember, we go off the evaluations from 
the previous year, so what you receive is what you have 
asked for.  
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2014 Roadeo 

On this 30
th
 Anniversary of Dakota  

Transit Association we were able to have 
great weather and a fun Paratransit 
Roadeo.  Working with Carl, Lori, Walt, 
Dale, Brian, Randy and Ali we managed 
to set a fun and challenging obstacle 
course. 
 
With every sunny day, a little rain will fall. 
This time it came disguised as a T-Shirt.  
How do we spell Rodeo or Roadeo? 
Sioux Falls or Souix Falls?  Is it in ND or 
SD? When I picked up the t-shirts I was 
so worried about the Logo that I didn’t 
even read the rest.  Of course it was 
planned this way, to see if anyone would 
catch it????!!!! 

Darrell Francis 

Course Marshall Assistant 

DTA Board Member 

Souris Basin Transit, Minot ND 

So after all was said and done, the 
30 drivers, plus the numerous  
spectators, judges and volunteers 
attended the awards banquet.  The 
food was very good and the bus  
stories abound with levity and truth. 
And here are the winners for 2014 
DTA Paratransit Roadeo:  
 
ND winners: 1

st
 Terry Condon, 

Standing Rock Public Transit, Ft. 
Yates; 2

nd
 Rick Glatt, 3

rd
 Wayne  

Horsager, 4
th
 Paul Miller,  5

th
 Dave 

Rickford all from  S. Central Adult 
Services, Valley City. 
 
The SD winners: 1

st
 Eric Peterson, 

2
nd

 Keith Light,  3
rd

 Adam Sharkey, 
4

th
 Dave McFarling all from River  

Cities Transit, Pierre, SD.  5
th
 Dave 

Chipman, Prairie Hills Transit,  
Spearfish, SD. 
 

See ROADEO, Page 3 
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ROADEO 
Continued from Page 2  

A big thank you to each 
and everyone who drove 
and judged the course.   
Also to Rick Senger for the 
announcements and  
music, Sioux Falls Transit 
and BATA for the buses, 
Lisa from Q-Straints for 
providing the securement 
training opportunities  
Friday and Saturday, and 
our sponsors to help  
ensure this event would be a success.  
 
I had started working with the first CTAA Roadeo 30 years ago.  For many 
years we had the ND Roadeo in Minot where my wife, our 3 sons and their 
wives would help put the event on.  The same core theme holds true today, but 
the transit family has changed names, ages, and locations but we continue to 
share a desire to provide transportation to the many riders who need us, and 
hoping the family tree continue to grow.  Thank you for making this event  
happen.  
 
A special thank you to Carl  Rathbun, our course Marshal and friend.  His  
compassion for the roadeo, drivers and fellow transit enthusiasts is reflected by 
his presence during the weekend.  From setting up the first cone to the awards 
presentation, his tenacity was felt by everyone.  Thanks Carl.  We hope you will 
have a speedy recovery and see you at the Minot Roadeo next year. 

Grief Counseling  

Karrie Mikkelsen, Director 

Cavalier County Senior Meals & Transit 

Langdon, ND 

Grief is a natural response to loss whether 
it is a child, spouse, parent, illness, ending 
a relationship, or even a job.   

Compassion fatigue is a state of  
exhaustion and dysfunction as a result of 
prolonged exposure to other people’s 
trauma and pain.   
 

See GRIEF, Page 4 
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All Transit Agencies  

Below is a picture of the DTA Trailer.  As you can see we have many logos  
representing transit agencies in both ND and SD.  Any agency can add their 
logos to the DTA trailer.  16” x 16” would be the biggest using good vinyl that 

can be attached.  You can send your finished product to Darrell Francis, Souris 
Basin Transportation, 805 31st. St. SE, Box 2211, Minot, ND 58702 or call  

Darrell, 701-852-8008, with any questions you may have.  The trailer is being 
stored inside.  

have when going through the grieving process.   
 
What does compassion fatigue look like?  Self 
destruction, loss of hope, and difficulty  
separating work and our personal lives are all 
signs of compassion fatigue.   
 
There is no right or wrong way to grieve.  
Keeping a journal, setting personal goals for 
ourselves, exercising, eliminating stress, and 
talking with others were just some of the  
suggestions to help get us through the grieving 
process.    
 
Grief and compassion fatigue go hand in hand.  
We all need to remember to manage our  
priorities, give ourselves a break as needed, 
stay calm and breathe, don’t sweat the small 
stuff, and on occasion; have a good LAUGH! 

This year at the 2014 DTA convention, we had 
the opportunity to attend a training session 
conducted by Pat Lindemann.  Pat grew up in 
Mitchell, SD and is an outpatient therapist for 
Avera Outpatient Behavioral Health Services.  
Pat works with all ages of people, specializing 
in adolescents and young adults.  Grief,  
trauma, and life changes are some of the 
topics Pat specializes in.   
 
What does grief look like?  Changes in eating  
and sleeping patterns, nightmares, mood 
swings, and withdrawal are some of the signs 
and symptoms associated with grief.  Anger, 
denial, and depression are the feelings that we  

GRIEF 
Continued from Page 3  
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For those of us who live in rural states, it’s 
hard to imagine what we would do if we  
weren’t able to hop into our car and pick up 
groceries, stop by the pharmacy, or even get to 
work. Nevertheless, this lack of independence 
is a reality for many of our friends and  
neighbors who have mobility impairments.   
Because hopping in the car is simply not an 
option, these individuals must look to other  
options for help. One of those options is public 
transit. At the Dakota Transit Association  
Conference seminar entitled The Human  
Element attendances listened to stories from 
two individuals with mobility impairments who 
used public transportation to regain their  
independence. 
  
Bridget Hilleshime, a 39-year-old military  
veteran, nurse and mother, was diagnosed 
with a rare and incurable eye disease while in 
the military. After being forced to leave the  
military, her life changed completely. Although 
Bridget started to use a cane and read brail, 
the worst thing for her was her loss of  
independence. Luckily, she was able to find a 
helping hand in Brookings Area Transit  
Authority (BATA) in Brookings, SD. Bridget 
stated that riding public transit is “much more 
than just a ride. Every decision I make is 
based on transit.” BATA also transports some 
of Bridget’s family members who suffer from 
the same eye disease as well. Bridget  
regained her independence and is able remain 
at her house in the country instead of having to 
move into town.    
 
After a rollover car accident left him a  
quadriplegic, 36-year-old Jamison Bjorklund 
had few options to get to his weekly  
 

rehabilitation appointments. Luckily, public 
transit was there to fulfill his transportation 
need. Thinking back on his first transit ride, he 
remembered when BATA bus driver Mike  
Mullaney picked him up. Jamison said that he 
immediately felt at ease when Mike picked him 
up and said, “Welcome home, welcome to our 
family.” Jamison now schedules all his rides 
with public transit and believes that the 
smoother ride of the minivans has definitely  
helped his muscles to stay relaxed on the way 
to and from rehab. “They treat me like one of 
them. They definitely have helped my life,” was 
Jamison’s response to how transit staff helped 
him cope with the changes in not only his life 
but his families as well. His favorite memory 
was when BATA picked up his family and took 
them to the zoo, so his son was able to  
celebrate his birthday. For those who can drive 
their own vehicle this may not seem like much, 
but for Jamison and his family it was the trip of 
a lifetime to be able to regain their mobility.  
 
Following the presentation, attendanees were 
asked to share stories of individuals whose 
lives changed by public transit throughout 
North and South Dakota. Pat Hansen from  
Valley City, North Dakota, shared a moving 
story about a woman who, before using public 
transit, had not been out of her house in six 
years. The first thing the elderly lady wanted to 
do was to get a haircut and eat ice cream -- 
two activities she had not done in six years. 
 
These three individuals are prime examples of 
people who regained their active lifestyle and 
independence after their mobility was limited. 
Daily they use public transit to get to medical 
appointments, work, and to leisure activities. 
Without the help and support of their  
community-supported public transportation, 
none of these individuals would get to  
experience the simple trips that we all take for 
granted. 

The Human Element  

Sallie Collins 

South Dakota DOT, Pierre, SD 
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A Drive Down Memory 
Lane... 

In 1984, South Dakota transit providers  
started discussing the idea of forming a 
transit association.  On November 9, 1984, 
19 people met in Sioux Falls and made the 
decision to form the Dakota Transit           
Association.  DTA was incorporated in South 
Dakota on December 31, 1984.    

 
Sioux Falls Transit personnel were very 
helpful to us because of their expertise in 
managing a large transit system. They 
shared valuable information, sample        
policies, driver handbooks. They also had 
graphic artists and other professionals to 
help with projects 

At some point in 1985 or 1986, North Dakota 
transit agencies were asked to be part of the 
Dakota Transit Association through the     
influence of Craig Cole, who recently started 
working with Fargo Transit, coming from a 
transit agency in Iowa. We met him at a    
national meeting and he was interested in 
starting an Association in North Dakota. He 
was put in contact with our DTA board  
member in Sioux Falls and we became the 
first association representing two states. 

The membership list from 1987 showed 26 
South Dakota agencies, 7 agencies from 
North Dakota and one Associate member for 
a total of 34.  At the fall 1989 DTA annual 
meeting, an entirely new set of bylaws were 
adopted.  The now seven-member board 
would consist of 3 South Dakota members, 3 
North Dakota members with the 7

th
 member 

at large from either state.  Membership in  

Carol Seurer 

Director, Community Transit Inc. 

Sisseton, SD 

2014 is 20 South Dakota providers, 25 North 
Dakota providers and 9 Associate members 
for a total of 54.  The Dakota Transit         
Association is the only transit association in 
the country that represents two states. 

The mission DTA adopted stated that as a 
coalition of organizations, the Dakota Transit 
Association would promote and support  
public and specialized transportation        
programs in the Dakotas with a vision of 
providing unified leadership in an ever 
changing transportation environment.  The 
current strategic plan emphasizes training, 
legislative advocacy, educating the public 
about transit, work on funding issues,      
promoting coordination, national                
involvement, and recognition of member 
agencies, their staff and transit supporters.  

Working together as Dakota Transit          
Association Agencies, members from each 
state have advocated with their individual 
state legislatures to secure state funds in 
support of public transportation.  

Some of the successes we accomplished in 
South Dakota were exempt license plates for 
transit vehicles, eliminating the 3% tax on 
new vehicles, and receiving state funding. 
Our Sioux Falls members were so helpful to 
our legislative committee by introducing us 
to key legislators. Many of us spent many 
hours in Pierre, SD meeting with the                
appropriations committee, legislators and the 
DOT staff.  

North Dakota had great success in securing 
state funding.   Originally they received a 
portion of the funds paid for vehicle licenses. 
Now they are a part of a state formula    
funding program. 

 
See MEMORY, Page 7 
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MEMORY 
Continued from Page 6  

Partnering with both the South Dakota and North Dakota Departments of Transportation, 
training has been a major emphasis of the Dakota Transit Association.  The annual fall    
conferences have allowed members to interact with Federal Transportation Administration 
representatives from both the regional and national levels, as well as CTAA national        
representatives.   There have been national trade association representatives that attend 
annual conferences.  A vendor show is now also part of the annual DTA fall conference.  
The driver winners of the roadeo held at the fall conference represent our states in national 
competition.  Each state takes turns hosting the fall conference.   

 
Thank you for being a part of “A Drive Down Memory Lane” with  Dakota Transit               
Association. Who knows where the road will lead in the next 30 years? 

PASS Training  

Linda Freeman 

 
Upcoming Training Events: 
 
 

Dickinson, ND:  October 16-18, 2014 
Thursday, 10/16 & Friday, 10/17:  
 PASS & PASS Recertification Class 
Saturday, 10/18:  
 Maltreatment Awareness and  
 Defensive Driving Classes. 
 
Jamestown, ND:  October 27-29, 2014 
Monday, 10/27 & Tuesday, 10/28:  
 PASS & PASS Recertification Class 
Wednesday, 10/29:  
 Maltreatment Awareness and Defensive Driving Classes. 
 
Please go to dakotatransit.org for more information and  
registration. 
 
The sessions to be held at Valley City will not have any room for 
outside agency drivers. 
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Linda Gehrke, Director of 
FTA Region 8 gave an  
informal talk with transit 
agencies over staff  
changes, transit grants, 
different circulars to  
review, and how the funds 
for FTA will run out and 
she expects congress to 
kick the can down the 
road. 
 
The staff changes that 
have come about for  
Region 8 are in the legal 
department and soon  
Rebecca Tanrath will be 
retiring by the first of the 
year. She will be replaced 
by Kevin Osborne and the 
new person for the legal 
team is Jenny Barquet. 
They have been with FTA 
Region 8 office for some 
time and are ready to take 
on their new roles and help 
assist agencies. 
 
The transit grants were 
discussed briefly that were 
released from FTA  
Headquarters of the 
“TIGER Grant” and the 
soon to be released 
“Ladders of Opportunity 
Grants”. The TIGER grant 
that was released for a 
transit building in Wyoming  

until the first of the year. 
Currently FTA has funds to 
last until December 2014. 
There was talk that  
Congress will probably 
pass another continuing 
resolution until they have 
some real discussions 
about funding transit. 
 
There was also talk of 
changes coming in  
Circulars of 5307, 5310, 
and 5311 that everyone 
should read and beware of 
the changes that are being 
requested. Talk also  
continued about the Transit 
Asset Management and 
programs happening at the 
State levels for that  
program, with more to 
come in the near future.  
 
There was a minor talk 
about the new bill the  
President wants to get 
passed called “Grow  
America”. It’s designed to 
attract business to transit 
and the President would 
like to see $72 billion  
dollars used to expand and 
add services to transit.  
 
We all need to stay tuned 
to the changes coming on 
funding and be sure to visit 
with our Congressional  
delegates about our needs. 

was a good example for 
those looking for transit  
storage buildings and how a 
grant should be written.  
Linda also asked those that 
are writing grants to please 
notify the region 8 office, so 
they may have a heads up 
of grant applications they 
can watch out for. 
 
There was discussion about 
the change of reporting for 
Federal grants for the larger 
agencies that currently use 
TEAM, which was a DOS 
based program and now  
going to TrAMS, which is a 
new windows based  
program. There are training 
clinics being held in Denver 
for the one day hands on 
training of the new program. 
It should be ready to roll out 
after the first of the year. 
Hearing from other transit 
properties, the new program 
is not very user friendly. 
 
There was discussion of the 
highway trust fund ticker on 
the Federal DOT website 
that you can watch about 
how the funds are dwindling 
down. Congress just  
recently passed a continuing 
resolution to get the FTA 
and FWHA past the election  

FTA Region 8  
Updates 
Linda Gehrke 

Dale Bergman 

Cities Area Transit 

Grand Forks, ND 
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Tidbit Articles 
Please contact me 

with articles for your 

“Transit Tidbit.”  

 

 

 

Recycle 

Please share your 

Transit Tidbit with 

your staff and any 

interested person(s). 

 

 

 

Address 
Directors, please 

check with your 

bookkeepers  

as well as  

the rest of  

your staff  

to assure they have 

the correct DTA 

mailing address.  

 

Thanks to all! 

 

- Jacque 

Jacque Senger 
DTA Executive Director 

 
Mailing Address: 

PO Box 973 
Devil’s Lake, ND 58301 

 
E-Mail Address: 

jacque.senger@hotmail.com 
 

Phone Number: 
701-662-2465 

New DTA Officers for 2014-2015 

President 
Randy Hartman, Sioux Area Metro 
Sioux Falls, SD 
 
Vice-President 
Ali Rood, Cities Area Transit 
Grand Forks, ND 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Jackie Mattheis, River Cities Public Transit 
Pierre, SD 
 
www.dakotatransit.org 


