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Tuesday, May 24, 2016 I had the opportunity to participate in 
a transit tour which entailed riding all the various types of 
transportation that Portland has to offer.  It was a full day 
event with a fun and knowledgeable tour leader named Rich.   
 
We boarded the MAX Light Rail blue line to begin the tour.  
The MAX Light Rail has a daily ridership of 116,800.  After 
riding the rail a bit we boarded the WES Commuter Rail.  The 
WES Commuter Rail has a daily ridership of 2,090.   
 
Next was a ride on the TriMet bus.  The TriMet bus system 
has an annual ridership of 59 million plus.  After walking 
around awhile and seeing some interesting sites we all 
boarded the Portland Streetcar.  The Portland Streetcar has a 
daily ridership of 20,000.   
 
The Portland Aerial Tram was our next form of transportation.  
The Tram has a daily ridership of 3,370 and connects the 
South Waterfront with the main Oregon Health & Science 
University campus.   

 
See CTAA, Page 2 

 
 

DATES: 
September 9th through 
the 14th, 2016 
 
 

WHERE: 
Holiday Inn,  
Spearfish  
Convention Center,  
Spearfish, SD 
 
We already have quite 
a few individuals who 
have registered at the 
Inn. Don’t wait until it 
is to late to get into the 
host hotel. 
 

Their phone number is 
800.999.3541.   
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Another ride on the Portland Streetcar, lunch, and then back to board the MAX Light 
Rail green line.  This took us to Union Station where we walked around awhile  
taking pictures and touring the train station.   
 
Our last ride was the streetcar to the Pearl District.  The Pearl District is noted for its 
art galleries, upscale businesses and residences.  This was really unique and  
interesting to observe as was Powell’s city of Books.   
 
~~ An awesome time was had by all, thanks CTAA. ~~

 

At our Fall Conference in Spearfish, SD, we will be voting on Board Members.    
North Dakota and South Dakota each have two positions to be filled.   

Please consider these positions and bring your names to the Fall Conference. 

As of June 13
th
, all transit agencies have rejoined DTA for 2016.   

Thank you for your support!!! 

If any agency would like to have their logo 
placed on the DTA Trailer, all you have to  

do is contact me, Darrell Francis,  
Souris Basin Transit, #701-852-8008  
and I will guide you in the process. 
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During the CTAA Conference I attended a fascinating class regarding the legalization 
of marijuana. I thought this would be very interesting since North Dakota may soon 
be among the states legalizing medical and recreational marijuana use. Oregon and 
Colorado both legalized medical and recreational marijuana use. With marijuana  
being legal, drug testing presents new issues.  
 
Currently tests can only say if you used cannabis, and since marijuana can remain in 
your system for 30 days there is currently no way to say when you used it. THC 
(Tetrahydrocannabinol) levels vary, up to 20%, and are higher than it was in the 
1970’s because plants have been bred to increase the THC content. There is also 
the concentrate form which contains up to 4 times more THC than plant material. 
Concentrate can be used in e-cigarettes. You can purchase many products  
containing THC in them and a little goes a long way.  
 
Consuming more than the recommended dose can lead to death, especially in  
children.  How do you control yourself when it is in a food product (for example, a 
brownie) and the portion size is so small compared to a regular brownie? How can 
you keep it out of the hands of underage users if it looks just like a brownie? 
 
According to Federal law marijuana is illegal, even if the state law says it legal.  It  
remains unacceptable to use marijuana for any safety sensitive employee subject to 
drug testing under the Department of Transportation’s drug testing regulations. Some 
of the issues discussed included that there will be fewer people eligible for  
employment, drug testing costs and numbers will increase due to the number of  
positive drug tests, and more. We should monitor the states that have legalized  
marijuana for problems they encounter.  
 
After the class we went to the cannabis store for a tour. The employees were very 
generous and explained what is available in the store, even though they were not  
expecting us. This was an education in itself. Here are a couple of pictures of what is 
available. 
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Linda Freeman, PASS Coordinator 
Phone: 701-848-6480 or e-mail: lindaf1@att.blackberry.net. 

 
Spearfish held a class in early June. Thanks to Barb and Mike for handling that class! 
 
Upcoming Scheduled Classes: 
 
Devils Lake, ND:  June 21-23, 2016 
June 21-22:  PASS Class 
June 22:  PASS Recertification Class 
June 23: Defensive Driving and Maltreatment Awareness Classes 
 Scheduled start and end times and maps, etc. are on the web site. 
 
Williston, ND:  July 6-8, 2016 
July 6:  Defensive Driving and Maltreatment Awareness Classes 
July 7-8:  PASS Class 
July 8:  PASS Recertification Class 
 These classes will be held at Northwest Dakota Public Transit building.  We have a block of 
 rooms set up at the El Rancho hotel in Williston.  Please go to the web site for class and room 
 registration information.  Registration deadline is June 28, 2016. 
 
The class that was scheduled for early June at Mitchell, SD had to be postponed.  We had chosen  
early August dates, but since they fell on same dates as the Sturgis rally, we are looking at different 
dates.  This information will be on web site as soon as new dates are chosen. 
 
Aberdeen, SD is also looking at having a PASS class there.  No dates have been chosen as yet, but 
watch the web site for any updates. 

To the left is a photo of our classes in Bismarck.  
 
A big thank you to Darrell Francis for coming 
down from Minot to help with the “hands on”  
portion of the class!  We had people from West  
River Transit, Standing Rock Transit, City of  
Hazen, Valley Senior Services, Cavalier County 
Transit, and Pembina County Transit attending.   
 
Also thanks to host agency West River Transit 
for providing goodies, buses, wheelchairs, and 
training location for us! 

mailto:lindaf1@att.blackberry.net
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On Sunday May 15th, the Annual CTAA Paratransit Roadeo was held in Portland, 
Oregon.  There were 76 drivers for the Body on Chassis and 19 for the van  
division from across the country and Canada.  It was a very nice day, in the 60’s, 
and a great opportunity to meet new faces and renew the camaraderie with friends 
throughout the event.   
 
Here are the results of the ND and SD drivers (bus division only): 
 7

th
 - Den Kuehnemund, Souris Basin Public Transit, Minot, ND 

 12
th
 - Eric Peterson, River City Public Transit, Pierre, SD 

 32
nd

 - Terry Condon, Standing Rock Public Transportation, Ft. Yates, ND 
 40

th
 - Adam Sharkey, River City Public Transit, Pierre, SD 

 49
th
 - Jaytee Thompson, Rosebud Sioux Tribe, Rosebud, SD 

 53
rd

 - Dave Chapman, Prairie Hills Transit, Spearfish, SD 
 66

th
 - James Kills Plenty, Rosebud Sioux Tribe, Rosebud, SD 

 
The Awards banquet that followed was very well attended and  
provided a great opportunity to thank all the drivers for their time and dedication to 
transit.  Also a big thank you to all the 130+ volunteers and judges that made this 
event a huge success. Congratulations to all! 
 
Hope to see as many drivers as possible for DTA Roadeo September 10, 2016 in 
Spearfish, SD! 

List of Awards for 2016: 
 Innovative Transit Agency of the Year 
 Driver of the Year 
 Friend of Transit 
 Above and Beyond 
 Outstanding Support Staff of the Year 
 
The Nomination Forms were emailed out to of all our DTA members.  Please  
review the Nomination Forms and give a very deserving honor to someone in your 
transit family.  Remember, YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN SOMEONES 
LIFE.  Please pay attention to the due date, JULY 13, 2016. 
 
I would love to receive many, many nominations.  Thank you. 
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Tidbit Articles 
Please contact me with 

articles for your 

“Transit Tidbit.”  

 

 

 

Recycle 

Please share your 
Transit Tidbit with 
your staff and any  
interested person(s). 

 

 

 

Address 
Directors, please check 
with your bookkeepers  
as well as  
the rest of  
your staff  
to assure they have the 
correct DTA mailing 
address.  
 
Thanks to all! 
 
- Jacque 
 
 
 
www.dakotatransit.org 

Jacque Senger 
DTA Executive Director 

 
Mailing Address: 

PO Box 973 
Devil’s Lake, ND 58301 

 
E-Mail Address: 

jacquelinersenger@gondtc.com 
 

Phone Number: 
701-662-2465 

“When you have exhausted all  
possibilities remember this,  

you haven’t.” 
 

Thomas Edison 


